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HERITAGE SUMMIT 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Heritage) [2.08 pm]: The Heritage of Western Australia Act 
was passed in this place in 1990. It has endured, largely unamended, since that time. Since our processes have 
been in place for nearly 18 years, I decided to hold a public consultation to examine our current practices and 
processes to identify what works well and where the problems lie, and to make some suggestions for future 
directions and goals for heritage policy. 

Earlier this year I requested the National Trust and the Heritage Council to collaborate on the organisation and 
conduct of a heritage summit. This was subsequently held at Fremantle Prison on 29 and 30 May and involved 
participants from a wide range of professions and sectors. More than 60 community leaders and professionals 
gathered over the two days. Participants were invited to ensure a balance of expertise across the sectors. They 
represented a diverse range across the entire sector and included heritage activists, architects, planners, local 
government officers, developers, historians, development authorities, law and administrative review officers, 
rural and remote representatives and regional heritage advisers. 

There was an open invitation to all interested members of the public to the closing event, a forum entitled “My 
Big Idea for Heritage”. Discussion over two days of the summit identified a number of core issues that needed to 
be addressed by both government and the heritage community as a whole. One particular result of the summit 
was the collateral interest raised within the community. Because of space limitations, only 60 people could 
attend the sessions. Attendance was based on an ability to represent strategic concerns and perspectives, rather 
than organisations and specific issues. The summit provided an opportunity for leaders from divergent fields to 
exchange ideas. The networking opportunities and ideas exchange process was identified in the summit 
evaluations as one of the most positive outcomes. Already there has been follow-up at professional, local 
government and community levels based on ideas initiated or contacts made at the summit. 

Papers given at the summit, the conclusions reached through the work of its discussion groups and the ongoing 
conversations that it has generated will be posted on the website of the National Trust of Australia before the end 
of this month. This will then serve as an ongoing public resource for consideration of heritage matters and policy 
development. 

In concluding, I thank the staff of the National Trust of Australia and the staff of the Heritage Council for their 
work. Many people in both organisations gave unstintingly of their time and expertise to make this summit a 
success. 
 


